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Cellos 

Double bass  

 

Score in C 

 

 

 



 

 

Act 1 

 

PRELUDE: Gabaston is summoned by Edward II 

 
[enter Gabaston, reading a letter] 

 

CHORUS:  [Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 

   [et lux perpetua luceat eis      

   [Te decet hymnus, Deus, in Sion 

   [et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem 

   [exaudi orationem meam 

   [ad te omnis caro veniet. 

   [Requiem æternam dona eis, Domine: 

   [et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

 

GABASTON:  The king is dead 

   Come, Gabaston, and share the 

   kingdom with thy dearest friend. 

   These words fill me with delight; 
is there a greater gift 

than to be by thy side 

and know I am 

the favourite of a king? 

Sweet prince I come.  

 

   Thy amorous lines     Kyrie eleison (etc) 

   draw me home 

   when thou wilt take me 

   in thy arms. 

   I will lie upon      Christe eleison etc) 

   thy breast and listen 

   as thy heart  

   beats beneath mine. 

   I wait upon thee urgently     

   so thou canst smile 

   and kiss my lips and still my tongue. 

   Sweet prince, I come 

 

 

 

SCENE 1: the Earl of Warwick and Mortimer anticipate 

Gabaston’s arrival 

 

WARWICK:  Have you heard? 

 

MORTIMER:   Gabaston is almost at the gate. 
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WARWICK:  Let’s seize him and stake 

   his head upon a pike 

   and raise it on the parapet. 

 

MORTIMER:  Less haste; we must get 

   Edward’s measure first. 

   If we seek to topple him 

   the whole of England 

   will be drowned in blood. 

 

WARWICK:  Before the winter’s out 

   I’ll have his measure 

   and the coffin made. 

   There will be war.      

   He is not the king his father was,   

   nor will be.       

   I have no fear of the wrath of God      

   and will answer for my sins.       

   Gabaston’s are greater; 

   he will drown 

   in the mire of his corruption. 

 

CHORUS:  Dies irae, dies illa 

   Solvet saeclum in favilla 

   Teste David in Sibylla 

   Tuba mirum spargens sonum 

   Coget omnes ante thronum 

    

[Enter Gabaston] 

 

MORTIMER:  He’s come. Let’s speak to him before the king arrives. 

 

WARWICK:  Why so fast Gabaston? 

 

GABASTON:  Gabaston I am and always will be 

   but I shall be ‘my lord’ before this day is out. 

 

WARWICK:  Not to me. 

   Without some sorcery 

   a Gascon peasant cannot rise so high 

   he becomes a liegeman to an English king 

 

GABASTON:  If loyalty is an enchantment, 

   what sorcery there is, my lord Warwick,[‘my lord Warwick’ with dry irony] 

   friendship, trust and faithfulness, 

   not one of which has ever troubled you. 

   Edward will give me that piece of his kingdom 

   you covet and you will know 

   my place in his heart. 



 

 

MORTIMER:  We know he holds you dear, 

   but a king is not a prince. 

   He now has other duties to attend upon. 

 

GABASTON:  In Scotland, Wales and France, 

   my father served your king now dead, 

   as I did, no more nor less 

   than you I think. 

   In birth and death 

   there’s naught between us. 

   We are all cast forth like calves 

   cauled and smeared in blood. 

   The same birds attend our obsequies 

   and peck our bones where they lie. 

 

[As Gabaston turns to leave, Warwick reaches for his sword] 

 

MORTIMER:  Stay your hand Warwick; 

   we are ahead of ourselves. 

[Exit Gabaston] 

   We serve the king 

   as we served his father; 

   we must work with his son 

   to the same end. 

 

WARWICK:  Or some other end awaits us. 

 

  

SCENE 2: Isabella and Margaret, before the Coronation 

 
[Enter Isabella, holding a small diptych] 

 

ISABELLA:  Edward, I pray for thee. 

   May it please God that thou art true to me. 

   I have not seen thee since last night. 

   You went to carouse. 

   Sleep no more I beg thee. 

   The star in the east dissolves in the dawn. 

   Edward, come and look on me. 

 

[Enter Margaret; Isabella turns to her] 

 

   A child I am; a queen I will be 

   bound to my king by oaths, 

   no less than he to me 

 

MARGARET:  Why so sad? 
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ISABELLA:  I brought with me from France a whole province: 

   Gascony. But all Edward wants of it 

   is Gabaston: your husband. 

 

MARGARET:  I see no more of him than you of Edward. 

 

ISABELLA:  We have been widowed by their desires. 

 

MARGARET:  Not so. 

   Soon enough you will be fit for the king fate chose for you; 

   Men are easy teased and - despite his different ways - 

   he is a man. 

   Piers wants to be a lover and wants to be loved. 

   I shall love him; he will come to me. 

   Your Edward needs an heir. 

   You must make him wanton, then satisfy his needs. 

 

ISABELLA:  Margaret, will you sister me? 

 

MARGARET:  Aye, sister and more. 

   There must be naught between us 

   or the men will prise us apart. 

 

ISABELLA:  Men swear oaths upon their life. 

 

MARGARET:  Upon my life, you are my sister 

 

ISABELLA:  and you are mine. 

 

MARGARET:  I shall pace the court 

 

ISABELLA:  and listen to their plotting 

 

MARGARET:  then tell you all I hear 

 

ISABELLA:  we shall share our secrets... 

 

MARGARET:  and keep them close... 

 

ISABELLA:  Warwick whispers war... 

 

MARGARET:  and Mortimer... 

 

ISABELLA:  Lancaster... 

 

MARGARET:  not one of them is true... 

 

ISABELLA:  their oaths are faithless... 

 



 

 

MARGARET:  they bide their time... 

 

ISABELLA:  throw threats... 

 

MARGARET:  insults... 

 

ISABELLA:  lies... 

 

MARGARET:  betrayals. 

 

ISABELLA:  Gabaston is a minion 

 

MARGARET:  my husband 

 

ISABELLA:  A sodomite! 

 

MARGARET:  Don’t say that. 

   He is my husband; 

   his lover yours. 

   Together, we must break their bond. 

 

ISABELLA:  Then sister, I shall have a king 

   and you the greatest noble in the land. 

 

MARGARET:  They will exile my lord of Cornwall; 

   be sure of it, but I will capture him. 

 

ISABELLA:  How? 

 

MARGARET:  Who else can he turn to and not offend Edward? 

 

ISABELLA:  How will you snare him? 

 

MARGARET:  I shall snare him like this... 

 

[Whispers in Isabella’s ear] 

 

ISABELLA:  and the king? 

 

MARGARET:  The king sups likewise. 

 

ISABELLA:  Must I too do these things? 

 

MARGARET:  Sister, we must. 

 

ISABELLA:  Then sister, I shall. 
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SCENE 3: Gabaston anticipates the court he will preside over 

 
GABASTON:  This court will rival Troyes 

   when Marie of France would summon 

   troubadours from Languedoc, 

   and poets and artists 

   from Normandy and Provence 

   from Aquitaine and Burgundy. 

   I will have my pages 

   dressed like Sylvan nymphs 

   with a lovely boy, like a Greek god, 

   who shall bathe in a Spring 

   gilding the water with his hair 

   as it slips over him 

   and leaves pearl bracelets 

   coiled about his naked arms, 

   his hands cupped 

   to hide those parts 

   that men delight to see; 

   unbridled poets will tell 

   their stories 

   and troubadours will sing 

   their songs of youth 

   which all men seek to live again. 

 

    

SCENE 4: Edward reflects on his inheritance before his 

coronation; Gabaston joins him 
  

EDWARD:   

[Alone, preparing for the coronation; holding a piece of parchment with the coronation oath 

written out] 

   I am my father 

   unloved and fawned upon. 

   He had his people tethered, 

   but with his death they are unleashed. 

 

[Enter Gabaston; Edward turns to him] 

 

   In Carlisle, 

   before my father’s coffin,  

   my lords swore fealty to me; 

   but now they seek to tie me down. 

 

[Holds out the oath to Gabaston who takes it] 

 

   My crown depends upon this oath. 



 

 

   I am no more than my father’s ghost. 

   My lord of Cornwall, 

   see how I am treated. 

 

GABASTON:  You are not the target they are aiming for; 

   they scheme and plot to oust me,    

   Tis nothing. 

   Come kiss me Ned, 

   the coronation cannot part us.  

   

EDWARD:   

[Turning away & cutting Gabaston off] 

 

   Lancaster, Mortimer, Warwick, 

   they spend their days plotting 

   against their lawful king. 

   How can I trust them? 

 

GABASTON:  With a blade in your hand 

   and a stone in your heart! 

   Come kiss me Ned; 

 

EDWARD:  

 [Turning away]  

   Piers, what would you advise? 

 

GABASTON:  Thou art a king and I no more than a minion. 

   a Gascon peasant, 

   born to please you, not give you counsel. 

   But if I must - 

   if you require it - 

   ’tis best to stir them up 

   pitch one against another 

   and let them fight amongst themselves. 

   Let them stew. 

   No more of it... 

   I’m done. 

   Come close that I may kiss you. 

 

EDWARD:  

[Turning toward Gabaston] 

 

   Piers, swear your love to me... 

 

GABASTON:  willingly... 

 

EDWARD:  your oath to me... 

 

GABASTON:  I swear... 



 

8 
 

 

[Edward kisses Gabaston] 

 

EDWARD:  I put my seal upon it. 

   my father told me you would be a good companion... 

 

GABASTON:  I am; it’s all I’m good for 

 

EDWARD:  too good for a king. 

 

GABASTON:  So I am. 

 

EDWARD:  What is a king? 

 

GABASTON:  Annointed by God, but 

   beneath the robes 

   a man like any other. 

 

[Gabaston begins to dress the king in his coronation robe] 

 

EDWARD: ] I trust no one but you.  GABASTON: I love no one but you. 

  ] With you I live a life   ] In you I live a dream. 

  ] untouched by kingship or   ] Not king nor prince 

  ] my country’s woes.   ] you are a man 

  ] You are loyal    ] Alive to love  

  ] to my whispered words  ] and Compassion 

  ] and understand my tears;  ] You weep and laugh 

  ] in you I live my life   ] a man beneath  

  ] untainted by expectation.  ] the carapace of kingship 

  ] You touch my heart   ] and touch my heart  

 

[Enter Mortimer] 

 

MORTIMER:  My lord, we are ready. 

 

EDWARD:  Come, my Earl of Cornwall, 

   you are dressed for the part we play. 

 

 

SCENE 5: The Coronation Oath 

 
EDWARD:  [Recitative] 

 By my oath, I shall grant and keep the liberties and laws and customs of 

England to protect its people and the clergy.  

 By my oath, I will, in all my judgements, preserve God’s law and His 

Holy Church; I shall maintain peace  with my people and the clergy. 

By my oath, I shall ensure justice is delivered honestly, impartially and 

wisely, with truth and compassion.  



 

 

By my oath, I shall hold and keep the laws and customs my parliament 

decides, and shall defend and strengthen them to the honour of God. 

   I swear this oath before the earls and people of England and the clergy. 

 I swear this oath before God, in the name of Jesus, his Saints and 

Martyrs, and before the image of Mary, mother of God. 

 

[Turning away] 

   I swear this oath and will wear it like a crown of thorns. 

 

CHORUS:  [God save the King! 

   [God save the King! 

   [God save the King! 

 

SCENE 6: Warwick and Mortimer plot Gabaston’s exile 

 
CHORUS: [Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  [Et in terra pax hominibus bonæ voluntatis. 

[Laudamus te; benedicimus te; 

[adoramus te; glorificamus te. 

[Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. 

[Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 

[Deus Pater omnipotens. 

[Domine Fili unigenite Jesu Christe. 

[Domine Deus 

  [Agnuse Dei 

[Filius Patris 

[Qui tollis peccata mundi miserere nobis. 

[Qui tollis peccata mundi,suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

[Qui sedes ad dextram Patris, 

[O miserere nobis. 

[Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu 

Christe. 

[Sancto Spiritu 

[Cum Sancto Spiritus in gloria Dei Patris 

[Amen 

 

WARWICK:  We should rise now, before they bed down.    

 

MORTIMER:  Will you break your oath before Edward?    

 

WARWICK:  I broke my oath before the last amen.     

 

MORTIMER:  Who is with you?       

 

WARWICK:  Those tied by blood stand by him in his presence.    

   But watch them;       

   they will turn their back when parliament meets    

   and join us.        
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   A storm will break, the like of which 

   we’ve not seen before.     

 

MORTIMER:  Who will save us?       

   What have we done        

   to lead us here? 

       

WARWICK:  We are only men and must look to ourselves.     

   You have the spirit in you to lead us.     

   

MORTIMER:  No. No. No.        

           

WARWICK:  Lead us to glory.      

    

[Enter Isabella and Margaret; exit Mortimer and Warwick; exhausted, they bow and 

withdraw] 

 

 

SCENE 7: Final Act I. A- Margaret & Isabella 

 

ISABELLA:  They fawn upon each other; 

   they do not care what people think. 

 

MARGARET:  To their shame, not yours. 

 

ISABELLA:  I am his wife! 

 

MARGARET:  Would it were so. 

 

ISABELLA:  I am his wife... 

 

MARGARET:  In your eyes... 

 

ISABELLA:  I am his wife... 

 

MARGARET:  you are...    

 

ISABELLA:  I am your queen! 

    

[Isabella strikes Margaret; Margaret falls to her knees] 

 

MARGARET:  My lady... 

    

[Isabella strikes Margaret a second time] 

 

ISABELLA:  Your husband paws my man. 

   He kisses him. 

   He touches him. 

   They embrace as if the coronation was a wedding. 



 

 

   Tonight again Piers will bed him 

   and lie where I should be. 

 

MARGARET:  My lady... 

    

[Isabella strikes Margaret a third time and begins to weep; Margaret rises and takes Isabella 

in her arms] 

 

MARGARET:  My lady... 

   Hush... 

   Hush my child... 

 

ISABELLA: [Begins to wail] 

   Is my life for naught?    

 

MARGARET:  Hush my child... 

   These days will soon pass. 

   The king is enraptured. 

   When he comes to you 

   - as he must - 

   Step by step you will draw him in, 

   limb by limb, kiss by gentle kiss... 

   You will reach him. 

   You will become his wife. 

    

[Margaret and Isabella kiss] 

 

ISABELLA:  Will you take him away? 

 

MARGARET:  The King? 

 

ISABELLA:  Gabaston. 

 

MARGARET:  When Edward tires of him. 

 

ISABELLA:  He will never tire of Gabaston. 

   It’s not desire that drives him, 

   it’s love... 

 

MARGARET:  Love ages in its own time. 

 

B- [Enter Edward, Gabaston, Warwick & Mortimer; Margaret & Isabella step aside] 

 

EDWARD:  Enough, enough. 

   You press too hard. 

   I hear you all. 

   My kingdom does not turn upon one man. 

 

WARWICK:  My lord, if you love us, you must hate Gabaston. 
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GABASTON:  Aye, hate me, earl, because I’m French. 

   The king of England too is tainted with French blood, 

   You are an English earl devoid of any learning. 

   What need has the king of your threadbare wisdom? 

    

[Gabaston turns aside] 

 

WARWICK:  Take care my lord, 

   your tongue is not as sharp as my sword. 

 

EDWARD:  I’ll make you rue these words. 

   No man is above the law. 

   I am the law. 

 

WARWICK:  Your parliament seethes with discontent. 

 

GABASTON:  You tread close to treason.  

 

WARWICK:  I’ll send you to your judgement day. 

 

GABASTON:  You’ll send me nowhere;  

   the king alone instructs me. 

 

ISABELLA:  Why must they fight?      

 

MARGARET:  Like dogs, to see who wears the crown. 

 

EDWARD:  Nothing but words.  

 

MORTIMER:  Are we come to this so soon?   

 

WARWICK (to Gabaston): I will send you to hell  

 

GABASTON:  You’ll send me nowhere;  

   the king alone instructs me. 

 

MORTIMER (to Edward):  My lord, I wish Gabaston no harm  

   but you have let him too close.         

 

EDWARD:  Nothing but words          

 

ISABELLA:     Why must they fight?      

 

MARGARET:  Like dogs, to see who wears the crown          

 

EDWARD (to Mortimer): Name me one man whose loyalty  

   Matches Gabaston’s. 

   My lord Cornwall has earnt his due. 



 

 

   Whilst you scrabble for my father’s spoils 

   He stands by me in love and honour. 

 

WARWICK (to Gabaston): I’ll send you to hell.  

 

GABASTON:  I’ll remember your words 

 

ISABELLA:     Why must they fight?      

 

MARGARET:  Like dogs, to see who wears the crown          

 

EDWARD:  Nothing but words      

 

WARWICK (to Gabaston):  I shall prise the king and you apart with my sword                apart with my sword.   

 

GABASTON:  And be quartered for your trouble            

   your guts drawn out before your eyes 

   your body left to rot in pieces 

   wheresoever the king sends them. 

 

MORTIMER (to Edward): My lord, you cannot rule your realm in such a storm               in such a storm.        

 

WARWICK (to Gabaston):   I’ll prise you apart with my sword 

 

GABASTON:  Your body will rot in pieces  

 

[Gabaston draws sword] 

 

ISABELLA:     Why must they fight?      

 

MARGARET:  Like dogs, to see who wears the crown          

 

EDWARD:  Nothing but words  

 

MORTIMER (to Edward): You have let him too close 

 

ISABELLA (to Edward): My lord, I want no more of this. 

   Your court is not yet fit for a queen. 

   It is a battlefield. 

   We must stand together in love and honour. 

 

EDWARD:   My lord Cornwall has earnt his due. 

   He stands by me in love and honour. 

 

MORTIMER (to Gabaston): My lord, Cornwall, step back. 

 

GABASTON:  The king alone instructs me. 

 

MORTIMER (to Edward):  For the sake of your kingdom. 
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EDWARD:  No.  

 

MORTIMER:  For the sake of Gabaston.  

 

EDWARD:  No 

 

ISABELLA and MARGARET: We must stand together in love and honour. 

 

EDWARD:   He stands by me in love and honour. 

 

WARWICK (to Edward): My lord, why do you incense your peers?   

 

EDWARD:   Why do you stand against your king? 

 

GABASTON (to Warwick): Your body will rot in pieces            

 

MORTIMER (to Edward): Your Kingdom will rot in pieces. 

   You must change your mind. 

 

ISABELLA and MARGARET: We must stand together in love and honour. 

 

(Exit Isabella and Margaret) 

 

EDWARD:   He stands beside me in love and honour. 

 

WARWICK (to Edward): Your throne will float in blood. 

   You must change your mind.  

 

EDWARD:   He stands beside me in love and honour. 

 

WARWICK  Adieu, my lord. 

  

[Exit Warwick and Mortimer] 

 

EDWARD:  I’ll no more bandy with these barons    

   who choose rebellion to their oath. 

   I will live or die with Gabaston. 

 

[Edward and Gabaston embrace] 

 

CURTAIN 
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I’m done. Come close that I may kiss you.
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Piers, swear your love to me... your oath to me...
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Those tied by blood stand by him in his pre sence.-
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But watch them;
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they will turn their back when parliament meets

Chris te.-

te Je su- Chris te.-
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and join us A storm will break,

Do mi- ne- De us- A gnus- De i- Fi lius- Pa tris-
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child... These days will soon pass. The king is en rap- tured.-
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